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money faster. Together the London and Stowell families
rented a large, modern house on Sixteenth and Woods
Streets in a solid residential neighbourhood. The store was
enlarged, and the business grew so big that John London
had to spend all his time in the country buying merchandise.
Stowell took charge of the store and the money that came
in. London no longer knew what was going on. One day
he returned from a trip to find his store stark empty: Stowell
had sold out the entire stock and fixtures and absconded with
the cash.

Broke once more, John London returned to his one and
only love, farming. He leased the twenty-acre Davenport
place in Alameda, where he raised corn and other vegetables
for the market. Jack writes that it was a forlorn period
of his childhood, for he had no playmates and was forced
to turn inward on himself.

London was a skilled farmer and would have made a
success of it, but Flora was not one to let well enough alone.
Because she was supposed to be the smart member of the
family John entrusted the business to her hands. He never
could figure where she spent the money, for apparently
she did not pay her bills. Flora prided herself on being a
clever woman; she was always trying to make money out
of new ventures, including lottery tickets and stocks. She
meant well, but she was fly-by-night. In addition, she
insisted that every detail in the running of the household be
guided by departed spirits. In spite of the fact that London
never went to another spiritualist meeting after his marriage
Flora invited groups of spiritualists to her house. During
the seances six-year-old Jack would be laid on a table in the
centre of a dark room and seven pairs of hands would be
placed on the edge of it. Jack and the table would then
begin floating about.

As a result of these spooky sessions, of the frightening
conversation he had overheard in the back of the Oakland
grocery store, and of the emotional instability and lack of
control he had inherited from both parents and the shattered
nervous system bequeathed to him by Flora, the boy suffered